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SpinOff Contributor’'s Guidelines

Spin«Off is a quarterly magazine devoted to the interddtaimdspinners at all skill levels.
Informative articles in each issue aim to encouthgenovice, challenge the expert, and increase
every spinner’s working knowledge of this anciami aomplex craft. If you are not already
familiar with the style and tone of the magazirleape read a few issues before submitting a
proposal. We review both proposals and full manptsrif you'd like to get our thoughts before
you start writing, please send us a note via eamaltell us about your project or idea. Make saorre t
include visuals (JPEGs are fine).

> If you are not a spinner, it will be difficult fgoou to write effectively for this magazine.

> If you are a spinner whose idea interests us, tuwitg an inexperienced writer, we will work
with you on presenting your thoughts.

> Your projects and/or samples must contain handgams as an essential component;
commercial yarns may be used only in supportingstol

» SpineOffis many things. As a contributor, think of it albeum where you can share your
experiences and knowledge with your community. @mmndow your contribution will serve
the reader.

Articles in a typical issue may include the followng subjects:
» Spinning tips: what little tips and tidbits can yshare with our readers that will delight and
enlighten them—this is a short feature—400 wordess.
» Spinning basics (1,200 words):
Fiber preparation: handcarded rolags or batts, drumcarded rolagatts, flick carding
locks
Drafting techniques: long draw, short draw, on the fold, semi-worstawgtdraw, etc.
Creating yarn qualities: soft yarns, hard yarns, active-twist yarns, batdng@arns, yarns
for knitting, weaving, crocheting, etc.
Finishing your yarn: washing, steaming, blocking, etc.
» Armchair Traveler (800 words): Review areas ofregeto a handspinner in a 100-mile
radius—uvisit shops, farms, museums, etc.
> Behind the Scenes (800 words): The story behindlibp—we want to know the history and
day-to-day inner workings of the spinning businsgkat provide us with such wonderful tools
and fiber for spinning.
» Back page essay (650 words): Wax poetical, tedl fusiny story, plum the depths of spinning
in a short essay.
» Methods of dyeing with natural and chemical dyésdgs include safety information).
» Tools for spinning and preparing fibers. Teachhauatheir history, how to use them safely
and effectively, and how to maintain them.
Spinning wheels and spindles
Handcarders, drumcarders, flick carders, comlaspérer fiber-preparation equipment
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» Fiber basics (2,000 words): Focus on a particitkar fand tell us all about the history and
characteristics that are appealing to handspintedksis how to choose the most appropriate
fleece and how to use it effectively. Include saapif fiber, yarn, and swatches.

Ideas for using handspun yarn in a variety of tephes (knitting, weaving, crochet, felting, rug
hooking, lace, etc.)

Profiles of people who spin: why and how

A gallery of your work, either with instructions juist as inspiration

Tips on blending fibers

The history and/or cultural role of spinning

Something a little bit surprising

New approaches to familiar topics are welcome.
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Technical Matters

You should display a thorough command of yourdptgichnical accuracy is a must. Make
your information accessible to the reader. Stroreafpersonal and informal style of presentation.
Please submit your article electronically via eint@aBpinOff@interweave.com or send a hard
copy and a disk to the address below.

If you include references to other published sesiar if your idea is based on or was
inspired by someone else’s work, please providengtete bibliography. You can photocopy the
titte and copyright pages of each book for us okeralist. For a book, we need full title and
subtitle, complete name(s) of author(s), publishedme, place of publication, date of publication,
and pertinent page numbers. For a magazine asiel@eed full title and subtitle, complete
name(s) of author(s), magazine title, volume nuribsue number, and pertinent page numbers.

We reserve the right to edit material as necededitythe magazine’s style and available
space. We will ask you to review the edited artoeéore it is published. Please let us know if you
will be out of town or unavailable during the cyoliethe magazine that your article will appear in.

Submitting Manuscripts or ldeas

If you have already written an article, enclos®py of the manuscript, supportive images
or drawings, and a brief personal biograghyou are at the idea stage, send a detailedogadf
your subject, with any sketches or images you halear snapshots are always useful. If you send
the actual handspun item(s), we like to see thetmiay need to keep them for longer than you'd
wish.Keep a copy of everything you seRtkase include your name, address, e-mail addueds
telephone and fax numbers in your cover letter.

Rights, Scheduling, and Payment

When your submission is accepted, we will sendcaetance letter and a contract for you to
sign, which states that we license for exclusiva fime publication rights and subsequent
nonexclusive rights for use in print, electronicpther Interweave publications and promotions.
As author, you retain the publication rights foe tiriginal materials?lease don't submit your
article simultaneously t8pineOffand another publication.

We schedule articles several issues in advandeyalti let you know the issue your article
is scheduled for as soon as we know. Before we goess, we will send you a copy of your edited
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article for review. Payment for articles is $50 peblished page, based on the final published
version. If you provide images, we pay you $10méilished photo.

Deadlines

Spin«Offis published four times a year, in March, Jun@t&aber, and December. Once
we have scheduled your article, we will contact gmmake sure that the deadlines for the
completed manuscript, projects, and photographggmeeable to you.

Format

Ideally, your article will be computer generated gent via e-mail in electronic format. If
you send it in the mail, please print a double-sdampy on 8 1/2" x 11" white paper and include a
disk with the file labeled with the program you dise create the file (MS Word, Wordperfect,
Wordpad, etc.). Titles, headings, and subheadargkscaptions for photos should be included in
your article. Number the photos and write corresjpamcaptions for photos with all people and
textiles clearly identified. Include the photo atedth each photo.

Include Important Details about Spinning

In your article, make sure to tell us all abowt fiber (breed, length of locks, etc.), how you
prepared the fiber (rolags, batts, combed togk farded, spun in the grease, etc.), what tools you
used to prepare and spin the yarn (handcarderfs;@pinning wheel, spindle), how you spun the
yarn (long draw, short draw, on-the-fold), whetyeu plied it (two-ply, three-ply) and how (from
bobbins, Andean plying). How many yards or oundégésydu spin? What is the grist or wraps per
inch? How did you finish the yarn (washing, blogkisteaming)?

Simultaneous Submissions
Simultaneous submissions are not acceptable.ePielass if you would like to make a
simultaneous submission of your material elsewhere.

Length
Length depends on the subject; most articlesagobetween 200 to 2,700 words and will
occupy 1 to 6 pages in the magazine.

Visuals

Good, solid visual information is an importantttea ofSpineOff. If you can provide clear
photos or drawings, we may be able to use therstljireven if we choose not to use them, they
will help us produce finished artwork. JPEGs, shafs and sketches are wonderful resources.
Feel free to send us several image versions.

Imagesmust be sharp and clear, with good contrast, &bears, and a simple background.
Make sure to include the photographer's name Wwéhrhage. If you are unsure whether your
digital image is high-enough quality to publismdeis an example and we'll let you know.

Please list captions at the end of the articteraference each photo by the file name.

Drawings and diagramgV/e nearly always re-render drawings here to be thay will
reproduce consistently. Any type of sketch is hé|mven if it's not in the ideal format. Please
provide any necessary labels, captions, or exptarsat
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Swatches, yarn, and fiber sampi®uld be included whenever possible. Swatchagddho
be a minimum of 4" x 4", yarn samples at least yaals long, and send a couple locks or ounces of
the original fiberRemember: Handspinning is the focus of the magazirend the articles.

Editorial Guidelines

Tone:Our readers range from those who have a fairlyistipated knowledge of the
field to newcomers who are just learning about sipig. Please explain terms and techniques
that aren't familiar to the general reader. Weeasrah accessible rather than scholarly tone. Notes
and references should be incorporated into therédter than footnoted.

Accuracy:Writers are responsible for accuracy of facts amdect spelling of names,
places, titles, etc. Please fact-check your arbefere submitting it.

Format: The text of assigned articles can be acceptedrbgitas Microsoft Word
attachments or incorporated into the body of timead-

Style:We useMerriam-Webster’'s Collegiate DictionagndThe Chicago Manual of
Style.

Contributor bio: Authors of assigned articles will be asked to seistiort one- to two-
sentence author bio and an optional picture of #edves to be published at the end of the article.

Editing: Articles will be edited for clarity, organizatiogrammar, and magazine style. In
our editing, we strive to preserve the author's@ofuthors will have a chance to review the
edited text. The editor may request revisions efaticle, and final editing of the material is at
the editor's discretion.

AcceptanceThe editor reserves the right to refuse, withokilldee, any articles that are
not submitted by the agreed-upon deadline, thatywasceed the assigned word count, or that
differ substantially from the requested content.

Payment and tearshee&uthors will receive a complimentary copy of theus in which
their work appears, tearsheets of the article,paythent after publication. The signed author's
agreement is confirmation of total amount due. Aiddal expenses, such as travel and phone
bills, are not covered.

When sending your submission/proposal to us, pleastepackaging to only what is necessary
to protect your items during shipping. Absolutety $tyrofoam “peanuts” and no gift wrapping,
please.

Send materials to:
Spin-Off Submissions
Interweave Press
201 E. 4th Street
Loveland, Colorado 80537-5655

Receipt of your submission will be promptly ackmedged with an emalil that lists
everything we received. You may also e-mail youommsission toSpinOff@Interweave.com
Visuals can be submitted electronically as jpegtfdiles. Expect a response to your submission
within six months. Please c§70) 669-7672vith any questions about the submission process or
the status of your submission.



